CHAP, v            THE BURNING OF MELCARTH                 n*

if we suppose that in later times the king of Tyre com-
pounded for being burnt in the fire by walking up and down
on hot stones, thereby saving his life at the expense perhaps
of a few blisters on his feet It is possible that when all
went well with the commonwealth, children whom strict law
doomed to the furnace of Moloch may also have been
mercifully allowed to escape on condition of running the
fiery gauntlet At all events, a religious rite of this sort has
been and is still practised in many parts of the world : the
performers solemnly pace through a furnace of heated stones
or glowing wood- ashes in the presence of a multitude of
spectators. Examples of the custom have been adduced
in another part of this work.1 Here I will cite only
one. At Castabala, in Southern Cappadocia, there was The fire
worshipped an Asiatic goddess whom the Greeks called

the Perasian Artemis.    Her priestesses used to walk bare-
foot over a fire of charcoal without sustaining any injury.
That this rite was a substitute for burning human beings
alive or dead is suggested by the tradition which placed the
adventure of Orestes and the Tauric Artemis at Castabala ; 2
for the men  or  women  sacrificed  to  the Tauric Artemis
were first put to the sword and then  burned in a  pit of
sacred  fire.3     Among the  Carthaginians  another trace  of The Car-
such a practice may perhaps be detected in the story that ^^man
at the desperate battle of Himera, fought from dawn of day Hamilcar
till  late  in  the  evening, the Carthaginian king   Hamilcar hfoLiTin
remained  in  the  camp  and kept sacrificing holocausts of the &*-
victims on a huge pyre ; but when he saw his army giving
1 Balder the Beautiful^ ii.  I  sqq.      of the Gold Coast submit to an ordeal,
But, as I have there pointed out, there     standing one by one in a narrow circle
are grounds for thinking that the custom      of fire.    This  **is supposed to show
of walking over fire is not a substitute     whether they have remained pure, and
for human sacrifice, but merely a strin-     refrained from sexual intercourse, during
gent form of purification.    On fire as a     the period of retirement, and so are
purificatory agent see below, pp. 179      worthy of inspiration by the gods.    If
sqq.) 1 88 sq.                                             they are pure they will receive no injury
J Strabo,   xii.   2.   7,  p.   537.      In     and suffer no pain from the fire "(A. B.
Greece itself accused persons used to     Ellis, The Tski-spcaking Peoples of the
prove   their   innocence   by   walking      Gold Coast, London,  1887,  p.   138).
through fire (Sophocles, Antigcnt^ 264      These  cases  favour   the   purificatory
sq., with Jebb's note).    Possibly the     explanation of the fire- walk.
fire-walk of the priestesses at Casta-
bala was designed to test their chas-         3  Euripides, Iphigenia   in   Taurts,
tity.    For this purpose the priests and      621-626.    Compare Diodorus Siculus,
priestesses of the Tshi-speaking people     xx. 14. 6,